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In our recent parish questionnaire, 90% 

of you said that you still love receiving 

the parish newsletter through your door.   

When it comes to paper 

communications, recycled paper is the 

greenest option, it uses less energy, 

water, and produces lower carbon 

emissions than the manufacturing of non

-recycled paper and at the same time reduces the amount of 

waste to landfill ï as paper can be recycled 4 to 5 times! 

With our environmentally minded approach the parish council 

are pleased to produce the newsletter that you all still love 

using recycled paper, so when you have finished please 

recycle me! 

Burghfield Parish Council  

 

Chairmanôs  Report  
 

 

 

Happy New Year, or should I say happy 

new decade, either way here we are at 

the start of 2020 which is already 

looking like it will be Burghfieldôs most 

fun-filled year ever. Later in this issue 

you will see a list of the events and 

dates that have a confirmed date. We 

have published this as early as we can 

because too often people have to miss 

out on community events they wanted to 

attend because they accidentally 

booked another activity that day. 

Environment 

My focus for this year is community and 

the environment. For the environment, 

my focus is on how we can do better at 

protecting where we live, a lot of this is 

about making it easier. Needing to travel 

ten miles in your car to recycle Tetra 

packs seems rather illogical so we are 

looking at what recycling we need in the 

village. Any suggestions help and advice 

you may have will be most welcome. 

Community Events 

Highlights for the year include the VE 

day tea party for the whole village 

remembering not only the long period of 

peace we have had in Europe but taking 

the chance to thank those who served 

our country. There a number of 

residents who were in uniform on VE 

Day and they along with a number of 

other villagers will be guests of honour. 

This seems like the perfect start to a 

year of community fun including the May 

Fayre, Box Cart, Family Sports day, 

Family bike ride, the Environmental 

Fayre, Burghfest and Burghfield on Ice. 

All of these events are run by volunteers 

across multiple organisations from within 

Burghfield, all of whom need more 

helpers, not only on the day but in 

weeks running up to the events. If you 

really want to maximise your 

involvement and add to the whole of the 

community enjoyment why not make 

contact with us and see how you can 

join in more. 

Finally the most exciting news - 

following a significant review the 

ñCommunity Hubò, the project has taken 

a massive leap forward.  Whilst at the 

time of writing, the details are not yet 

signed off so not included in this 

newsletter, I am still hopeful we can 

have the updated project delivered by 

the summer of 2021. This really is going 

to be an exciting year. 

TIM. 

Please Recycle Me 

  Tim 

  Burghfield 

  Parish 

  Council 

  Chairman 
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Come and join us for a 

weekend of celebrations at the  

BURGHFIELD MAY FAYRE  

Friday 8th May 2020 Following the VE 

afternoon of celebration on the Hatch, the 

afternoon rolls into the much loved family 

disco in the marquee with open bar and 

food stalls outside throughout the evening. 

This is a free event for all to enjoy, so 

come along with the family and enjoy the 

bank holiday music into the evening. 

Saturday 9
th
 May 2020 On the 

evening of Saturday 9th May we continue 

the celebrations of the VE weekend with a 

traditional barn dance. Back in an era 

before the Internet, television or even 

electricity, the local dance would be the 

primary way of engaging with the wider 

world and your local community. One 

would don oneôs Sunday Best and shine 

up those shoes real good. Therein lies the 

mission of the evening, to get people to 

dance those old dances, and dance them 

with each other!  

The evening will host a full Santa bar, as 

well as food options to purchase. Tickets 

are Ã10 per person and can be booked 

now on the BRA website, or by emailing Dave Godwin 

davegodwin67@gmail.com 

Sunday 10
th
 May 2020 This year is the 30th anniversary 

of the May Fayre. Preparations have already started to make it 

the biggest fayre yet. Last year saw a bumper number of raffle 

winners with prizes ranging from days out to bottles of wine 

and hampers of delicacies and much, much more. This year 

the list is getting bigger and we thank those that have already 

donated.  

We have lined up a variety of stalls, 

offering homemade cakes and sweets to 

home and garden gifts. This year we have 

tried to focus on local businesses so 

expect to see lots of Berkshire made 

goodies and groups. There will also be the 

traditional funfair, coconut shy and the now 

famous tug of war.  

A plentiful variety of food is always 

available, including the traditional BBQ, as 

well as many other options. The Santas 

will be on site all weekend, the team will 

be there to run the famous beer tent 

serving, real beer, ciders, wine, prosecco 

etc. 

The FREE bus will be available again this 

year around Burghfield to and from the 

May Fayre, so why not leave your car at 

home and jump on the bus down to the 

Fayre. Alternatively get those bikes out 

and cycle down with the family and leave 

the bikes securely at the Bike Ride & Park.   

If anyone would like to volunteer to assist 
over the weekend please do contact us via 
the web site or sign up page below, and 
we hope to see you thee. https://
signup.com/go/xdepSLz 

We do also have some availability for stalls. If you are 

interested in finding out more please visit the BRA website, or 

email burghfieldmayfayre@gmail.com 

Chairman: dave.godwin67@gmail.com 

Secretary: John Coleman, Vice Chair: Duncan Godding                             

www.burghfieldresidents.org  
Follow us on facebook: Burghfield May Fayre @ more ï BRA 

Burghfield Santas 

 

Back to the Sack for the Craic! 
The Burghfield Santas were very proud to 

present the Wandering Sack to Burghfield at 

the Burghfield On Ice Christmas Fayre. For 

those of you who did not believe it we really do 

have a mobile bar! This is particularly good 

because it means the Bulging Sack can pop-

up even more often as the Santas wonôt have 

to take time off from their paid job to set-up the 

event. (For those of you who did not know 

being Santa is neither a full time nor paying 

job ï thatôs why Mrs. Santa has to spend so 

long making Santas uniform). 

To take advantage of this we have already 

planned a new Bulging Sack opening to celebrate St Patrickôs 

day on March 14th. Come a join us for an Irish themed quiz, live, 

but not very Irish, music and high quality Irish drinks (as a 

warning, one of the Santas thinks that means all drinks on that 

day should be green but we are planning to 

lock him away for at least part of the evening). 

For more details on this event and future ópop-

upsô see burghfieldsantas.org.uk/pub. 

All our annual events (plus some extra 

attractions) will be happening this year ï see 

the diary section. If you would like to help with 

the organisation and management please drop 

us an email at admin@burghfieldsantas.org.uk. 

We would appreciate your help as some of the 

original team are having a busy time and home 

and work. 

Finally, last year all of the fun raised over 

Ã40,000 for Thames Valley Air Ambulance, 

Guide Dogs for the Blind and a number of local charities and 

schools. 

Happy New Year from Santa. 

https://signup.com/go/xdepSLz
https://signup.com/go/xdepSLz
http://www.burghfieldresidents.org/
http://burghfieldsantas.org.uk/pub
mailto:admin@burghfieldsantas.org.uk
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Little Footprints Montessori Nursery 

 

Burghfield Common Library 

Hello from your local Library. Have you been to the 
Library to see what we can offer? Besides books, audiobooks, 
DVDs and magazines to borrow, there are three computers 
available to use, as well as printing, photocopying and 
scanning facilities.  (There is a charge for printing and 
photocopying.)  Joining is easy and free ï complete an 
application form at the library, or join online at 
www.westberks.gov.uk/libraries. 
 

Change in opening hours 

From 1st April 2020, the library will open at 10:00am on 

Thursdays instead of 10:30am, and close at 6:00pm on Fridays 

instead of 6:30pm. This means Rhymetime will move to 

Thursday morning at 10:30am.  It is hoped this will encourage 

more people to attend.  

Burghfield MORSBAGS ï sew-in at the Library 

This local group invite you to a cutting and sewing event in the 

library.  Learn about Sociable Guerilla Bagging, and have a go 

at cutting and sewing a bag for yourself. Many of you will have 

seen (and are using) the MORSBAGS in Wellers and at the 

Library.   

An evening with Sarah Flint, Thursday 23rd April, 2020 

ñWith a Metropolitan Police career spanning 35 years, Sarah 

has spent her adulthood surrounded by victims, criminals and 

police officers.ò writes Aria Fiction of Sarah Flint, author of the 

Charlotte Stafford crime novels. Sarah comes to the Library on 

Thursday 23rd April, to enthrall us with tales of her career in the 

Metropolitan Police and tease us with readings from her 

novels.  

Tickets Ã5 in advance.  Glass of wine included. 

Summer Reading Challenge 2020 ï Silly Squad 

Is it too soon to mention this?  The Summer Reading 

Challenge this year will be Silly Squad, a celebration of funny 

books, happiness and laughter.  Encouraging primary aged 

children to continue reading during the long summer break, a 

time when many childrenôs reading dips, the Library will have a 

selection of books for children to borrow to participate in this 

annual challenge.   

The Summer Reading Challenge provides an opportunity for 

young people considering their UCAS applications to volunteer 

at the Library.  You could register children commencing the 

challenge, discuss their reading with them, give out stickers 

and rewards.  Interested?  Ask at the Library, or contact 

Gemma Taylor, Culture & Libraries Volunteer Officer on 01635 

519533, or email at  

cultureandlibrariesvolunteers@westberks.gov.uk  

ñAll Goodò - Burghfield nursery in remarkable 

Ofsted turn-around. 

Little Footprints Montessori Nursery, based at St Maryôs Parish 

Centre in Burghfield, has achieved a remarkable upturn in its 

Ofsted rating following an inspection in January, being assessed 

as ñGoodò in all areas of nursery practice.  

A change of ownership at the end of the summer led to a new 

management team introducing a whole new ethos to life at the 

nursery, emphasising the importance of an active three way 

interaction between children, parents and staff: 

ñA massive thank you, to you and the lovely ladies at Little 

Footprints for everything you have done for [my child] and 

continue to do. You have done amazing turning that nursery 

around and I couldnôt be any happier.  

You should all be very proud of yourselves.ò 

ñWell done on the Ofsted report! I am so glad all your hard 

work has finally been recognised.ò 

                                                                      
Observations in the Ofsted report that ñstaff effectively help 

children to get the best start in early educationò and ñplace a 

high priority on keeping children safeò reflect the energy and 

commitment of the staff as they lead the children in a wide range 

of indoor and outdoor activities. 

 

Well established Outdoor Learning sessions at the Forest 

School site are now supplemented by weekly visits to the library, 

after which thereôs sometimes a stop at the village greengrocery 

to select fresh vegetables for tea time, and even, in December, a 

real Christmas tree! Our allotment will also add new activities for 

the children to enjoy from the Spring. Outdoor play is a daily 

occurrence, whilst visiting experts lead weekly sessions in Yoga 

and Music & Dance. 

The nursery likes to engage with the local community whenever 

possible so watch out for our activity stall at the May Fayre, led 

by our wonderfully supportive Parentsô Forum group.  

We take children from their second birthday up until they start 
primary school, so if youôre looking for a nursery for your child, or 
would be interested in joining the growing staff team then please 
contact us at  

enquiries.burghfield@littlefootprintschildcare.uk. 

http://www.westberks.gov.uk/libraries
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Can we help? 

Blandôs School Foundation Trust is a Burghfield 

charity which provides small sums to support the education of 

children who need financial assistance and live or attend 

school in Burghfield.  

The charity looks at education in the widest sense and 

donations have been made for school trips, scout trips, courses 

and educational equipment. 

If you think you might qualify for a donation towards a specific 

activity please do not hesitate to contact: 

Lotte Plant (Secretary and Trustee) 01189 832205 or email  
 
carlottaplant@gmail.com  

Burghfield & Mortimer Handybus  

West Berks Foodbank Burghfield & Mortimer Foodbank centre 

mailto:carlottaplant@gmail.com

