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Thank You Burghfield 
During this extraordinary time 

we are living through,  

there are extraordinary people doing 

extraordinary things for our community.  

In this special edition of the Burghfield 

Parish Council Newsletter we want to 

recognise some of those who have put 

their heads above the parapet and are 

contributing so much to the welfare of 

others. 

We, in Burghfield, are so lucky to have so 

many people willing and able to help 

others.  

The number of volunteers, good 

Samaritans and caring people is quite 

outstanding.  

It is not possible to recognise everyone 

but we have highlighted a few who 

represent just the tip of the iceberg.  

For every person, organisation or 

business we have mentioned there are 

countless others who are ñdoing their bitò.  

To those who are mentioned and those 

many more who are not,  

THANK YOU 

Burghfield Parish Council  
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You can download a copy of the parish newsletter through our 
website  

https://burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/newsletters/Σ  

alternatively you may prefer to be sent a copy via email.   

If you no longer wish to receive the newsletter through your 
door, then please let us know so we can remove your house 
address from our mailing list  or  provide an email address 
where we can send your copy;  

enquiries@burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Burghfield Neighbourhood Development Plan - NDP 

Out of a random thought on the sofa on a Sunday evening our 

ñBurghfield Community Self Isolate support groupò was 

bornéé I set up the Facebook group while watching the news 

about the unfolding events surrounding the Coronavirus.  

Knowing my own Mother in Law was self-isolating at home 

alone, I thought there must be many people like her worrying 

about how they were going to get through this. Within hours we 

had more than 200 members and within 48 hours we had a 

large group of volunteers offering their time and effort to leaflet 

drop to all the houses in Burghfield Village and Common.  

Today we have over 1,000 members and more than 6,000 

posts on the group. The help people have offered has come in 

so many different forms, from shopping to baking, from 

emotional support to offering handyman services to people in 

need. This group has shown how a community has come 

together in a time of crisis to support each other.  

The wonderful thing about all of this is that I believe this 
community is made of so much more and will extend beyond 
the Coronavirus into what you could call a big family.  

We look forward to all the happy events we will enjoy and 
celebrate after all of this is over. We should be all proud to live 
in such a caring community. 

                                                                                       
Burghfield Self - Isolate Group 

This is a brief note to tell you that 

although the Committee has been 

unable to meet to discuss progress, a 

subgroup is preparing the first draft of 

the document itself. Progress is slow 

because we cannot so easily discuss it 

utilising the ñZoomò conference call 

facility as we are obviously not face to 

face and when we read it through a 

number of points arise which need 

further research.  

However the questionnaire that 

Burghfield residents completed last year 

and the West Berks Planning HELAA 

(Housing and Economic Land 

Availability Assessment) are providing 

invaluable sources of information. So, 

despite these challenging times our work 

goes on. 

                   
www.burghfieldndp.co.uk 

A Burghfield Community Who Came Together in A Crisis  

Chairmanôs  Report  
 

 

 

 

 

Tim, Burghfield Parish Council 

Chairman 

View from Chair 

This month marks my first anniversary of 
becoming the Chair of Burghfield Parish 
Council. To say that a lot has happened 
and changed during my first year would 
be an understatement. 

We have all had our daily lives changed 
in ways we could not have imagined at 
the beginning of the year. Many of the 
things in our lives we took for granted, or 
hardly spared a thought about,  have 
stopped or changed and the community 
events many of us were looking forward 
to at this time of the year had to be 
cancelled. 

These changes have not only affected 
the way I behave on a daily basis 
(suddenly it is polite to cross the road to 
avoid someone walking towards you, 
even if you know them) but also to really 
appreciate where we all live. Not only 
just how lucky was are to live in an area  

with so much open space and 
countryside, that exercising outside can 
easily be done whilst social distancing 
but also what a great community we all 
share. 

The great community we live in can be 
seen in the volunteer groups who 
quickly set up to help support the 
vulnerable in our community through to 
the significant increase in the number of 
cheery ñhellosò from people as they walk 
down the street. 

As the restrictions on our lives are 
gradually lifted and we can restart the 
plans we had at the beginning of the 
year, I will be trying hard to make sure I 
remember the good and surprising 
things I learnt during this time.  Not only 
how great Burghfield is, but things like 
my wife really can cut my hair and 
barbequed cauliflower is tasty. 

Keep safe and well. Tim 

How else can you access the parish newsletter? 

https://burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/newsletters/
mailto:enquiries@burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=43267&p=0
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=43267&p=0
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The May Fayre 

In Burghfield we are so fortunate to have 
some wonderful community events each 
year.  

However, the oldest of all our local 
events is the widely renowned May 
Fayre. Depending on who you believe 
the May Fayre has been running for 
between 27 and 31 years. 

From humble beginnings it has grown to 
be one of the largest community events 
in the south of England. This year, for 
the first time, it was cancelled. 

There has been a lot of work done by 
numerous people in preparation for the 
May Fayre weekend. Preparations 
started in November, before we knew 
what was about to halt the country.  

There are thanks to be made to 
numerous people as at the middle of 
March the field was practically full with 
bookings. A few thanks need to be sent 
to: Kailee Godding:  

How she got a full field and Marquee 

almost booked by mid-March we will 
never know.  

Sarah Gregory, again her prizes for the 
famous raffle never go unmissed, and 
also the childrenôs drawings for the 
programme, they are shown here and 
prizes honored. John Coleman, Colin 
Thompson, Duncan Godding, Ian Morrin, 
Luke Mason and all others that have 
jumped in to help.  

Finally, stall holders. We have made 
communication with all stall holders that 
booked.  

Dave Godwin and his team on the 
Burghfield Residents Association have 
assured us that it will be held again next 
year in all its glory. 

Once more we will raise thousands for 
charities. 

Once more we will enjoy the sight of 
children singing, dancing, fighting (thatôs 
demonstrating their martial arts skills not 
brawling), getting impossibly entangled 

around the May pole and enjoying the 
thrills of the Fun Fair. 

Once more we will listen to brass bands, 
steel bands, military bands and hymns 
from the morning church service.  

Once more we will indulge ourselves at 
the Tea tent, at the barbeque, at the 
Burghfield Spices stand and at the Beer 
Tent. 

Once more we will saunter around the 
craft stalls and charity stalls. 

Once more we will gaze in awe at the 
tug-of war and at the sight of hundreds 
of local people throwing eggs at each 
other. 

Once more we will meet again. 

Chairman: Dave godwin67@gmail.com 

Vice Chair: Duncan Godding, 

Secretary: John Coleman 

Treasurer: Ian Morrin 

www.burghfieldresidents.org 

Follow us on facebook: 

Burghfield May Fayre @ more ïBRA 

Burghfield Library 
Following the Governments announcements 
recently, Burghfield Common Library 
remains closed, until further Government 
guidance is provided.   

In the meantime, if you have access to 
Facebook please visit: 
 
The Friends of Burghfield Common Library  
or 
 West Berks Libraries  

to access information on what online 
services are available or contact us by email. 

We wish all our Burghfield customers and 
volunteers, continued good health #stay 
safe. 

library@westberks.gov.uk.   

Get ready to get SILLY! 

Itôs almost time for this yearôs Summer 
Reading Challenge 

For 2020 itôs all about funny books, happiness 
and having a laugh! 

Find out more about Silly Squad, the Summer 
Reading Challenge 2020.  
 
This yearôs challenge is digital due to the 
unusual circumstances weôre in. 
 
Parents, to find out how to take part, please 
access: 
 
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/  
 

mailto:library@westberks.gov.uk
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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Burghfield NHS Responders 

More than 20 Burghfield Residents 
signed up to the Royal Voluntary Service 
NHS Responders Programme during the 
Virus lock-down.  
 
Across the UK 700,000 citizens 
downloaded and applied to install the 
NHS GoodSam App which matched 
those people in need who were shielding 
with those willing to offer support 
services such as shopping, cleaning, 
collections and deliveries or just phone 
based companionship. Responders have 
logged hundreds of hours on call and 
can see which other responders are 
nearby and as people move around they 
will be matched with any local request 
for help via an alert on the App. 

  
A higher level of response called 
CRPlus  (CR+) was launched later 
during the lock-down period.  
 
These volunteers who already 
possessed enhanced DBS clearance via 
their normal jobs could be assigned to 
roles and tasks with particularly 
vulnerable adults and children in need.  
 
It is hoped this community service as a 
whole can be continued after the 
Coronavirus danger has passed within 
local communities.  

Burghfield Community First Responders 

Community First Responders play an important role in the 
Ambulance service 999 response. Being local we can get to 
emergencies quickly and potentially provide lifesaving support 
ahead of the Ambulanceôs arrival. However not every call 
requires such immediate action and we are often called upon 
to check on elderly members of the community who have fallen 
and are struggling where a friendly face and a cup of tea are 
just as welcome.  
 
There are currently 5 active volunteers of the local Burghfield & 
Mortimer. We have been putting in extra hours over the last 2 
months, responding to calls in and around Burghfield & 
Mortimer as well as supporting, where required into Reading 
and the surrounding areas. The big change for us, has been like many, our response to 

Covid19. Whilst this has not impacted our ability to respond we 
do now have to take extra precautions and don PPE before we 
attend every call.  
 
So, if you see us struggling in the wind trying to tie aprons or 
masks on its not necessarily because we suspect Covid, itôs 
just a part of the role these days. 
 
We have been overwhelmed by the level of support we have 
received through the last weeks, and many of you have asked 

how to contribute. The simplest way to do this or to get 
involved is through the South Central Ambulance Charity 
website www.scas.charity/  

An eventful few months for the Handybus operation. We are 
very pleased to welcome on board three new volunteers who 
kindly stepped forward to help us run the transport operation for 
our elderly and less able members of the community.  
 
We had high hopes, with the help of these new volunteers, to 
expand the services with even more shopping trips and 
additional social trips. Instead, because of the current difficult 
times, in mid-March, we had to suspend all trips in our 
Handybuses due to the social distancing regulations.  
 
However, we are still being active in the community as a 

number of our volunteers are now doing regular shopping for 
some of our, now housebound, customers. 
 
We are all geared up and ready to re-commence our regular 
shopping trips as soon as it is safe to do so.  
 
If you need community transport services please keep us in 
mind when normal life returns. 
  
Contact details :  Tel. 0118 983 6611     

email:  thehandybus@gmail.com 

Burghfield and Mortimer Handybus 

http://www.scas.charity/

