
Burghfield Newsletter 
Your Parish 

Your Council 

September 2020 
A free publication offering a roundup of news, views and information. 

 

Lunches for the NHSé.500 of them!  

When lockdown was first imposed on us all, pubs and 
restaurants were forced to close their operations. 

Mashuir Rahman Buddy at the Hatch Gate pub in Burghfield 
Village adapted his business to concentrate on take away and 
home deliveries from his restaurant Burghfield Spices.  

This was not just a commercial success for Buddy and 
employment for his chefs and delivery drivers but also a huge 
morale boost for his customers.  

 

Towards the end of May Buddy decided he wanted to give 
something back to the community to reflect the support it had 
given him and his business. 

It was decided that Burghfield Spices  would prepare, cook, 
pack and deliver 500 meals for the NHS.  

This extraordinary feat was completed and sent to both the 
Royal Berks Hospital and Prospect Park Hospital on May 
27th.Thanks to Buddy and his staff for their enterprise, hard 
work and generosity.    

We would like to thank all the unsung heroes 
within the parish during the coronavirus pandemic.   
 
From keyworkers and carers on the frontline, to the bin crews, 

the shelf stackers, the delivery drivers or maybe just the person 
who has gone the extra mile to take care of the elderly and 
vulnerable people within our local community. 
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With the change in government legislation, the Parish Council 

have been able to meet via Zoom. All of the council committees 

have also met, on a monthly basis, though some of the emphasis 

has been forced to change due to Covid-19.  

We therefore thought it would be an idea to give you a quick 

overview about what has been happening. 

 

Governance and Finance 

The biggest challenge was completing the year end accounts and 

the annual audit. All this had to be done remotely via online 

meetings. Even though this made the process at least twice as 

hard and required many extra hours work, the audit was 

completed without any issues highlighted. 

 

Community Committee 

The focus on the community remains with investigations 

continuing as to how we can install additional recycling bins to 

encourage recycling of items not collected by West Berks much 

easier. At the moment we are looking at Tetrapaks, water Filters 

and batteries. Any other suggestions are more than welcome.  

In addition to needing to make emergency repairs to the Skate 

Park for health and safety reasons, plans were made and 

implemented to get the other play areas opened in a safe way. 

The other main area of agreement was the need to undertake 

necessary works on the Village Hall.  

These developments are essential, as without them, the use of 

the Village Hall in the future with the new Covid related legislation 

would not be possible. Following full agreement, this project has 

been moved to be managed by the renamed Asset Management 

Committee (formerly known as the Community Hub Committee). 

Asset Management Committee (formerly the Community Hub 

Committee) 

Do not worry, plans for the Community Hub are being worked on 

hard! The name change of the committee is to reflect the 

additional responsibility for the required Village Hall upgrade and 

refurbishment. Both projects require the same skill sets and the 

transfer will enable a more focused approach in gaining the grant 

funding required for both projects to develop these two important 

plans for the future of our community. 

 

Planning and Infrastructure Committee 

The main focus for this committee is the reviewing and scrutiny of 

planning applications, There has been little opportunity to develop 

any further areas during the lock down period. 

 

Communications Committee 

This committee is responsible for the organisation of events in the 
parish such as the Family Sports Day, Burghfield On Ice, as well 
as supporting the Family Bike Ride and the May Fayre. It has 
been quiet as all these events have unfortunately been cancelled, 
either as a direct effect of the lock down or because we could not 
risk investing money in events that may be forced to be cancelled 
in the very near future.  

The other responsibility of the committee lies in the production 
and distribution of the parish newsletter. While this whole process 
had to be changed, the committee pulled together, they stuffed 
and addressed envelopes and carried the newsletters to the post 
office to ensure its normal service could be preserved whilst still 
adhering to social distancing rules.  

Well done team!  

Burghfield Parish Council  

Chairmanôs  Report  

Tim, Burghfield Parish Council 

Chairman 

Whereôs Captain Kirk? 

Never did the phrase ñto boldly go where 

no [wo]man has gone beforeò seem too 

apt for normal life. As we sort of come out 

of lock down with cautious steps it really 

does feel as though we are entering in to 

the unknown. I do not think I know 

anyone who is confident about all the new 

rules we are all supposed to be following.  

Having said that it is important that we 

look forward and plan for the future.  

The fine weather provided us with the 

opportunity to meet up with friends and 

neighbours in a safe and socially 

distanced way. The people who were 

able to enjoy the refreshments on the Rec 

made the most of the opportunity to see 

people they had literally not seen all year. 

When one mum told me this was the first 

time her daughter had seen her school 

friends in six months it made me realise 

just how differently the lock down has 

affected everyone. 

In this newsletter we take the opportunity 

to celebrate the invaluable support and 

services we have received as a 

community from local businesses and 

volunteers over the last six months. We 

also look forward to a bright future with 

the plans for the Village Hall and the 

Community Hub. These two projects will 

provide great facilities for our community, 

whether it is meeting rooms for the 

increased number of home workers or a 

hub for the community to meet on a 

casual basis. 

We have all had very different 

experiences of lock down, but by sticking 

together, supporting and respecting each 

other, we have got this far. Now is the 

time for us to continue this as we go 

boldly into the future. 

Live long and prosper  

Tim  

Parish Council & Committee Review 
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Keen followers of progress on the Burghfield Neighbourhood 
Development Plan will have noted that we have had to pause 
our formal committee meetings due to the Covid-19 
restrictions.  However, that hasnôt stopped the Committee from 
continuing to progress the draft document.  
 
In fact, the use of technology has allowed us to meet more 
frequently; with shorter meetings of the Draft Plan sub-group 
taking place most weeks.  We have been documenting the 
current status of planning and development within the parish 
and analysing and recording the feedback provided by you in 
responses to our questionnaire and elsewhere.   
 

We are grateful to the West Berkshire planning team who have 
been able to provide assistance and support where the analysis 
has thrown up additional questions. The combined information 
has been used as the basis of draft policies that we hope will be 
incorporated into the final plan. The document drafting and 
refining will continue until we can incorporate the proposed 
housing numbers for Burghfield when the West Berkshire Local 
Plan is released this year. 
 
If you have any comments on future developments in 
Burghfield, please send them by e-mail to                                                                           
 
secretary@burghfieldndp.co.uk 

Burghfield Neighbourhood Development Plan - NDP 

Now Open!  Re-opening our fantastic 
play areas was a significant step on our 
recovery journey, and we are sure it will be 
a welcome move for families, especially 
during the summer holidays. Unlike 
seesawôs, most play area equipment was 
not designed with social distancing in mind 
and so we hope that communities across 
Burghfield will enjoy the play areas 
appropriately.  
 
We can only keep Coronavirus 
transmission rates down in Burghfield if we all keep to the 
advice about regular hand washing and social distancing.                                            
All 5 play areas managed by Burghfield Parish Council, were 
closed in March, in line with government guidelines.                   
Burghfield Parish Council worked hard to implement the 
Government recommended safety measures required to re-

open its play areas. Users will need to 
follow sensible social distancing and 
hygiene precautions for them to remain 
open. 
 
Users are reminded to wash their hands 
prior to and after visiting the park, to use 
hand sanitiser and wipes both during and 
after their visit and refrain from eating 
within the play areas. Everyone must 
continue to follow national social 
distancing guidelines, staying 2m away 
from others outside of their household or 

support bubble. Signage is visible in all of the play areas to 
advise people of the measures in place.  
 
We hope you continue to enjoy our play areas.  
 
Burghfield Parish Council 

Burghfield Play Areas 
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