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Village Hall Future 

The outbreak of Covid sadly 

resulted in the closure of the village 

hall in March. Central Government 

then issued strict guidelines, 

stipulating the conditions upon 

which community buildings could 

reopen in the summer. 

Unfortunately, the hall did not meet 

these guidelines and therefore 

remained closed. 

In order to adhere to these tougher 

standards, and to future proof the 

hall for the next 20 years, we have 

been working extremely hard in the 

background, utilising the time 

closed as effectively as possible to 

re-open in Spring 2021. 

 



     COMMUNITY 
 

Despite the Covid restrictions your volunteers on the Steering 

Committee are still getting their heads down to produce the 

Plan. Currently we are reading through and  reviewing and 

make adjustments to the wording of the text of the first version  

which has been written all the members of the Committee. 

In doing this we have realised certain aspects need more 

thorough investigation so more research needs to be 

conducted. This includes liaising with West Berks Planning 

which is working well. Our aim is to produce a first official draft 

that can be presented to the Parish Council as soon as we can. 

Also, since the last Newsletter the Government has produced a 

White Paper: “Planning For The Future” which make proposals 

to speed up the planning approval process. This document 

contained ideas produced from a group consisting mostly of 

those working in the property development industry and 

Neighbourhood Development Plans were rarely mentioned. It 

asked for responses to prepared questions about it, ranging 

from what was thought of plans being available on mobile 

phones to “growth” areas being pre-defined with outline 

approval with no need for further planning permission. Whether 

or not it will be read, the Committee gave its considered 

response and we will watch this space. 

http://www.burghfieldndp.co.uk/  
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In addition to the need to update the village hall to enable it to 
meet the new legal requirements following the advent of Covid 
there a number of other projects that hopefully can be 
completed over the next 3 years. 

The parish council is keen to hear your views on these, as they 
are the main priorities from the feedback we have received over 
the last 2 years. The figures mentioned are estimates and the 
Parish Council intends to fully investigate and apply for grants 
and charity donations to minimise the cost to the parish. 

Children’s Play Area 

The safe surface on the children’s play area at the Common 
Recreation ground is in need of repair or replacement. Whilst 
this is not an option, safety is of paramount importance there 
are possibly 2 options. Either the current surfacing is patched 
up to last the next 2 or 3 years before the play area is changed 
significantly or £30,000 will need to be invested to completely 
resurface the play area. 

Skate Park 

The Skate Park is worn out and can no longer be repaired and 
needs completely replacing. The fact that is it worn out through 
use, shows how popular it is, however this will cost 
approximately £70,000. 

Community Hub 

The work on the community hub on the Common Recreation 
ground (an extension to the existing pavilion) has continued 
with some major revisions over the last 18 months and is now 
ready for planning permission to be sought. This will be done in 
the next few weeks to ensure that it is allowed to be built. If this 
is successful, then we will have 3 years to complete the project. 
 

The hub, which will provide a much needed permanent café 
and social centre where people can socialise, in addition 
provide another hall approximately the same size as the main 
hall in the Village Hall. The hall is required due to the very 
limited availability of the Village Hall for casual hirers to use for 
parties and family gatherings because it is nearly permanently 
booked.  This is by far the largest project and will cost 
approximately £700,000 to complete. 

Each of these projects are important and will take a 
considerable amount of work by the members of the parish 

council. We are interested in both your views and to hear if you 
have any skills, contacts or resources that can help these 
projects be completed for the community over the next 36 

months.  

Burghfield Neighbourhood Development Plan - NDP 

Chairman’s  Report  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am writing this on a grey and rainy day 
having just found out that we are entering 
another lockdown. Whilst this is going to 
be difficult for all of us, it is important we 
look out for each other as we did so well 
last time. Many local businesses and 
voluntary organisations stepped up in 

amazing ways, and it is at times like this it 
becomes clear what a great community 
we live in. 

As a Parish Council the constant changes 
in laws and government advice creates a 
huge amount of additional work to ensure 
the council is operating within those laws 
whilst providing safe facilities for 
everyone. This has been made even 
more difficult with the whole council 
having to work from home and 
communicate via Zoom, all things many 
of us are experiencing for the first time. 
As we all know, this makes actually 
achieving things even more difficult. 

It is, however, important that we look 
forward to better times. We are working 
hard to ensure that we can return to a 
more social life as quickly as possible. 
So, over the summer the parish council 
has been busy trying to understand what 
we need to do and how we can make 
sure we are ready for the future. 

The village hall needs to be updated so 
that it can legally be hired out and used 
by the many groups who rely on this 
facility to meet and socialise. At a basic 
level the windows need replacing 
because they don’t open, and the front 
entrance is not suitable for the less able 
within our community. Whilst making 
these changes we are looking to the 
future, planning to meet the needs of the 
community for the next 20 years. 

By planning this work now,  whilst the hall 
cannot be used, we can minimise any 
future additional interruptions to our daily 
life. 

Take time to enjoy what you can do 
rather than focus too much on what you 
can’t. For me this includes walking in the 
woods wearing wellies, splashing in the 
puddles and watching The Great British 
Bake Off. 

Take care, keep safe         Tim 

Parish Council Future Plans 
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Like many organisations during these difficult times our 
operation has been totally disrupted over the past six months. 
Our minibuses have been “locked away” unable to take our 
passengers on our usual shopping trips or social events. 
However, we have not been idle and have been active in the 
community as some of our volunteers have been doing regular 
shopping for a number of our housebound customers. 

 
We are back!  At the beginning of October, following a 
rigorous risk assessment, we have recommenced a limited 
number of shopping trips. We have removed seats in the 
minibuses to adhere to social distancing, installed plastic 
protection around the driver, stocked up the minibuses with face 
masks and hand sanitisers and we complete a full disinfected 

clean down after each trip. This has enabled us to carry a 
limited number of passengers on shopping trips three times a 
week. We have even managed a couple of social trips to a local 
Garden Centre and to Newbury town as well as carrying 
wheelchair passengers to local Hospitals for appointments. 
Whilst the number of passengers we are able to take and the 
number of trips are limited we are starting to get back to some 
normality albeit on a reduced scale.  
 
We are planning to continue, and maybe increase the number 
of trips we make whilst always keeping the situation under 
review with safety the priority.  
                                                                                                   
Tel:          0118 983 6611                                                             
email:      thehandybus@gmail.com   

Burghfield and Mortimer Handybus 

NHS Resident Support Responders  

Citizens Advice Tadley  

How to get advice from us 
We are still here and working. To lower the risk to staff, 

volunteers and the people who come to us for help, the main 

way to get advice is via phone and email. 

You can ring us direct on 0118 981 7567 or post documents (by 

hand or to Franklin Ave, Tadley, RG26 4ET) and an Adviser will 

call you back. 

For general advice: Visit our website, citizensadvice.org.uk 

where you can also chat to an adviser online. 

 

Email: admin@tadleycab.cabnet.org.uk 

Phone: 0118 981 7567 or 03444 111 306 (local rate) 

 

For help claiming Universal Credit: 

Phone: 0800 144 8 444 

Textphone: 18001 0800 144 8 444 

Burghfield Residents Association  
Burghfield Residents Association is still operational, however at 

this moment in time we are obviously very restricted in terms of 

what we can do. Unfortunately this looks set to continue into the 

near future. We will continue to support the community in any 

way we can, although every plan we had for this year, including 

the May Fayre, had to sadly be cancelled due to Government 

guidelines. We applaud the support other organisations and 

local people have in place as we try to work together in these 

times. 

As per the last newsletter, we are already planning, and aiming 

for next year’s events. We do hope and pray these will be able 

to go ahead so we can support the community and give the 

usual generous donations to local charities, groups, 

organisations and other requests we will consider on top of this. 

The proposed event that was being planned for over the 

Christmas period is now looking in doubt and sadly unlikely to 

proceed. However, we will keep you all updated of any with 

progress. If we are able to produce something out of the 

ordinary, we will keep in touch with you all. These events take 

money to set up and prepare, therefore we will not risk 

spending money when we can feed that back into the 

community through donations. 

As the 30th Anniversary May Fayre was cancelled we will make 

the next the biggest and better than ever before, and get the 

community back together as a big group and family. 

As with us and the rest of the country’s organisations, we have 

had no income this year which is a shame as we have such a 

great crew on the BRA. However, we are still open to a few 

options to support local charities, groups etc, with the very 

limited budget we have to date. So please get in touch and we 

can see how we can help out of people in need at this time. 

We do hope to see you all as soon as we possibly can. 

Chairman: dave.godwin67@gmail.com 

Vice Chair: Duncan Godding 

Secretary: John Coleman 

Treasurer: Ian Morrin 

www.burghfieldresidents.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 

Burghfield May Fayre @ more – BRA 

 
NHS Resident Support Responders are         

recruiting and are  available. 
As we go back into an extended lockdown the NHS are        

recruiting more of their service responders across West 

Berkshire to help residents with tasks such as prescriptions, 

shopping and visits.  

Equally important is that we reach out to the older and possibly 

isolated members of our community to tell them that they can 

call FREEPHONE to ask for this sort of help.  

To arrange support for yourself or someone you know call  

0808 196 3646 (8am to 8pm, 7 days a week). 

mailto:thehandybus@gmail.com
http://www.burghfieldresidents.org/
tel:08081963646


 
A Brighter future  

The Parish Council are delighted to update you 

on the progress for the refurbishment of the 

village Hall.   
 

The outbreak of Covid sadly resulted in the closure of the hall in 

March. With the government stipulating fresh air ventilation as a 

requirement for halls and community centres to re-open in the 

summer, we were forced to remain closed. Due to the windows 

in the main hall not being able to be opened, the hall had to 

remain closed. However, this provided the council with the 

opportunity to undertake previously identified refurbishments at 

the hall for the thriving community of Burghfield.  

 

The aim of the remodelling is to ensure the village hall remains 

at the heart of the community for future generations by providing 

a hall that offers improved flexibility and versatility in its usage.  

 

The hall is used by a wide variety of clubs, societies and groups 

within the local community and provides an annual income of 

£30,000. We hope you agree that the refurbishments are vital in 

ensuring this valuable asset is retuned to the community as 

soon as possible.  

 

The improvements will feature:  

• Improved access and lobby space 

• Improved layout and flow   

• An accessible public toilet  

• Energy efficient windows and doors 

 

• Opening windows for improved  

            ventilation  

• Independent access to hireable  

     spaces 

• Overall appearance and kerb appeal 

• A tea point for the side room 

 

 

How much will it cost?  
 

 

 

The estimated cost to build the 

hall to the specified design is 

£200,000.  

 

 

 

Where will the money come from?  
 

The parish council will allocate £100,000 from its Rolling Capital 

Fund for the project.  

 

The remaining £100,000 is to be raised by Burghfield Parish 

Council obtaining a Public Works Loan (PWL) to be repaid over 

a 20 year term.  

 

The repayments are to be funded by an increase in Council Tax 

to Burghfield Residents. Interest rates are currently very low, 

providing an attractive and sustainable platform for borrowing.  
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Burghfield Village Hall Refurbishment Project 

 



Burghfield Village Hall Refurbishment 

 COMMUNITY 

How much will it cost you?  

 

               

 

The primary source of income for Burghfield Parish Council 

comes from the Precept, a portion of the Council Tax collected by 

West Berks Council.  

The precept funding pays for the services provided within the 

parish and the overall running of the parish council. Burghfield 

Parish Councils charge on a Band D property for 2020/21 was 

£108.65 out of the total West Berkshire Tax Bill of £2,531.  

Our estimate of the increase in council tax for the repayment of 

the loan, for a Band D property, is 25p per month, or £2.56 per 

year, resulting in a total of £51.20 for the 20-year term.  

Will the loan coast increase in future years?  

The loan will be taken at a fixed rate for the full period of the loan, 

meaning it will not increase, it may actually reduce if and when 

more houses are built in Burghfield during the 20-year term.  
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Data protection statement: The way in which your data is handled varies depending on how you submit your response to this consultation, but 
all information submitted will be treated in accordance with General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) principles. Your personal data is 
collected to verify you are a resident of Burghfield. Your data will only be retained for as long as needed and for the purpose of the consultation.  

What does this mean in real terms?  

This would buy you:                     one slice of bread a week  

OR 

  1 medium loaf   +      1 pint milk    +    6 eggs      = per year 

      

                                 

 

Consultation Response Form 

Burghfield residents are asked to confirm their agreement to Burghfield Parish Council obtaining funding for the refurbishment of 

the Village Hall via a Public Works Loan. Please answer the questions below, providing your details to validate your response.  

Completed forms are to be returned to the address below. Please note you can also respond by completing the survey online or 

via email to the parish council:  

Want to Have your say? 

Please submit your support for the project online at  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/JX7S56D ,  

send an email to  
enquiries@burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk  

or use the tear-off form below. Deadline for responses is  
Monday 30th November 2020.  

Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address Line 1:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address Line 2: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….                              

Postcode: ………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………. 

Consultation Questions - Please answer both questions.  

 

1. Are you in favour of Burghfield Parish Council obtaining a public Works Loan for the value of £100,000 for the  

            refurbishment of the Village Hall 

 

 

 

2. Are you in favour of the precept increase of 2.3% for the purpose of the loan repayment? This equates to an    increase 

of £2.56 per annum,25p per month or 5p per day for the average Band D property . The total monetary value for the term 

of the loan is £51.20 

YES NO 

YES 
NO 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/JX7S56D
mailto:enquiries@burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk


Burghfield Community Medical Responders  
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We were the first to use new Emergency 

Dispatch system. 

Our volunteer Burghfield NHS emergency medical  
responders continue to be busy during the  COVID  

As well as the new DACIA 4 x 4 vehicle for Winter use – 
they are also one of the first local teams to be equipped with 
a  next generation Ambulance Response Programme called 
(N.M.A.) National Mobilization Application.  

This software will run on brand new fast Samsung mobile 
phone devices with advanced mapping with the actual 
house  numbers shown.  

This is being rolled out to all services nationally it will enable 
them to respond quicker and co-ordinate easily with the 
other emergency services.                                             

Always dial  999 in an emergency! 

The Bureau operates 5 days a 
week (Mon-Fri) providing transport for 
people within the parishes who need a car 
to take them to Hospitals, Doctors and 
Dentists etc. 
 
All of the drivers and the team within the 
office are Volunteers with the majority 
retired. 

The Chairman Steve Carter commented  
It is disappointing at the moment that the 
service has been unable to operate since 
the beginning of Lockdown, this has been 
due to most Drivers being in the 
Vulnerable Group in respect of Covid 19. 
 
As soon as it is safe the Bureau will re 
open, currently being reviewed monthly " 

In the meantime if there are any people in 
the community who may be working at 
home and have a few hours a week to 
spare as a driver we would love to hear 
from them, at  
 
 
 
bureauvolunteer@gmail.com 

Burghfield Camera Club 

Burghfield and Mortimer Volunteer Bureau 

Our 2019/20 programme of events was successfully completed 
with the help of ZOOM, despite the disruption caused by the 
Covid-19 virus. 

The 2020/21 programme started on the 10th September; this 
has taken into account feedback from our members. The 
content assumes that we will be using ZOOM rather than our 
normal meeting place in St Oswald’s Church hall, Abbey Park, 
Burghfield Common, RG7 3HQ.  

We will review the location in January when the COVID 
situation becomes clearer. 

 

We have had some very interesting external speakers; the last 
one by a photographer, who has twice visited Mongolia and 
gave a fantastic presentation with stunning images – via ZOOM. 
Some members from other clubs also logged in. 

Full details of the current status of the Programme content can 
be found on our website. 

We are always looking for new members, so please check out 
the website, and perhaps join one of our ZOOM evening  

www.burghfieldcameraclub.co.uk 

 

Polly Bavin  
10/04/1944 - 19/10/2020 

It is with great sadness that we learned of 
the death of Polly Bavin, landlady of the Six Bells in 
Burghfield for over 27 years. She was so much 
more than just a landlady and made the Bells so 
much more than just a pub. From the start she set 
out to make her pub the centre of the community. 
Polly loved a party and made sure that the Six Bells 
was a true party venue.  

Over the years she hosted birthdays, weddings, 
engagements, wakes, christenings, karaoke nights, 
charity auctions, wonderful Sunday lunches. Then 
in 2003 when it seemed that half the village would turn up to 
watch the World Cup rugby and the wild celebrations following 
England’s win. She made sure that there was something 
happening that could cater for everyone.  

Mention must also be made of the charity work that 
Polly did so much to encourage. Although a small 
village pub, the Six Bells clientele raised tens of 
thousands over the years for charities ranging from 
the Sue Ryder, Duchess of Kent hospice, Thames 
Valley Air Ambulance, her late husband David’s 
favourite charity the Wooden Spoon, Breakthrough 
Breast Cancer and so many more. 

Many of us will remember her for her extraordinary 
kindness. There are many people in Burghfield 
who have benefitted from her kind heart and acts 
of generosity. At times like these her generosity of 
spirit should be remembered and hopefully become 
an example for all of us to follow. 

Polly shone on us and our community. There are so many 
people who owe her a lot. Our condolences to her sons Steve 
and Andy, her sister Dora and her grandson William.  

Thanks for everything Polly and God bless you.  

mailto:bureauvolunteer@gmail.com
http://www.burghfieldcameraclub.co.uk


Burghfield Friendly Firs Ladies Club 

      COMMUNITY               Page 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It will come as no surprise that I have to report that nothing 
much has happened since the last Newsletter! 

We conducted a survey of members asking them how we might 
go forward (at some future date) and most preferred the idea of 
a weekly afternoon meeting with few other changes to the 
format. Obviously, when this might happen is well into the 
future, but we do hope to resume meetings eventually. 

No Christmas Party this year I am afraid! 

In the meantime, keep cheerful and healthy until we can put all 
‘THIS’ behind us and start living a new sort of normal. 

Thinking of you all. If anyone wants to chat, I am usually at 
home. There’s a surprise! 

Sue Pearce, Secretary 

 

 

Caring in the community 

with social distancing 

Our volunteers are being amazing in 

showing they care for their friends 

(clients). 

They speak on the phone or even face 
time a few times a week. 
They get their children to make cards or 
pictures. 
They have made rainbow posters for  
their friends windows, so she knows she 
is not forgotten. 
They have made birthday cakes and  
delivered it with flowers. 
They are doing weekly shops. A “hug in a  
box” with a special message was created  
and delivered (see photo)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our volunteers also helped our Coordina-
tor, Bev, during self-isolation: “They even 
did shopping for me, brought me flowers, 
treats, meds and sent messages. I felt 
very cared for.”  

 
Caring in the community for 
seven years TiM Friends was 7 
years old in April. “Happy visiting and 
keep up the excellent work you do in the 
community. I am so proud of each and 
every one of you. My dream team! Happy 
birthday!”  

 
Bev French, TiM Friends Coordinator :  
 
 
07748 686615 : 
bevfrench6@gmail.com 
 
Local Giving' at  
localgiving.org/charity/tim/ 

What are the Burghfield roads 

like? 

Don’t forget there’s lots of real time up to the minute information 

available about your Burghfield roads before you set off for your 

journey. Don’t go on-line and ask “what are the roads like?” as 

that will only give you a moment in time snapshot from some-

one else.  

It won’t be YOUR journey! The two key things to do are: 

Sign-up to https://one.network/ and choose today or next two 

weeks and that will show you all the coming closures and who  

 

to contact about them. It’s the MOST detailed up-to-date ware  

that all the councils and utilities HAVE to use to log their 

planned works and closures. 

The other one is Google Maps. This is available on the Web or 

as an app for your Iphone or Android phone. It’s free and if you 

choose the “traffic” overlay then it gives you real-time view of all 

the possible hold ups. 

Why not send yourself a calendar reminder or reminder on 
Alexa to check your traffic apps each Sunday night for the week 
ahead?  

mailto:bevfrench6@gmail.com
https://localgiving.org/charity/tim/
https://one.network/
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This Bangladeshi restaurant opened 20 
years ago on Clayhill Road.  There had 
been plans for a celebration of the 20-year 
anniversary in July 2020, but thanks to 
Covid-19, it had to be abandoned. 
Hussain, the owner, is the chef, his family 
and staff run front of house.  Although 
there has always been a take-away option, 
local deliveries were introduced 14 years 
ago.   

Life in lockdown meant a rethink for the 
family on how to run the business and has 
brought about changes. Once restrictions 
were eased and the restaurant could be 
reopened, with the socially distancing rules 
needing to be observed, the design of the 
building means it is only possible to cater for a maximum of 8 
tables.  

As a family run venture, consideration was not only given to 
ensuring the safety and well-being of diners and the impact on 
the business of  a reduction in the number of restaurant tables, 
but also on the fact that if one of the family team tested positive, 
all staff  would need  to self-isolate resulting in the restaurant 

being closed for a 14-day period. The decision 
therefore was made to continue with home 
deliveries and takeaways only. The new 
regime has seen a steady increase in 
business as eating in is becoming the new 
dining out. A one way in-and-out system has 
been introduced to maintain social distancing 
for customers collecting take-aways. Currently 
there are no thoughts of reopening the 
restaurant in the near future.  As well as 
feeding Burghfield residents, the delivery area 
now extends to Tadley, Silchester, Theale and 
Aldermaston with plans to move into the 
Calcot area.  

The business is promoted through Facebook 
and Just Eat, 

with a review on Just Eat 
stating the Bahgecha is the 
best Indian take-away in 
Berkshire.  

You can contact them on  

0118 9834422 

Bahgecha   

 Nasir Miah and his partner have been 
in the male grooming business for 10 
years.  They initially opened a barber 
shop in the Medway, and it was 
customers from Burghfield who 
suggested a local barber shop in the 
village would be a nice idea.  When the 
former hairdresser’s salon on Clayhill 
Road became vacant, Nasir took the 
opportunity to open his second barber 
shop despite the uncertainty around 
restrictions due to Covid-19.  From a 
premise predominately providing a 
service for women, the men and boys 
of Burghfield now have an opportunity 
to be spruced up at a local venue.    

The grand opening, although it had to be somewhat low key, 
was on 1st August 2020. Employing 3 staff, the new shop, which 
is open 7 days a week, is well equipped and has all the social 
distancing measures in place. Since its initial opening, the 

barbers have been busy, and it is 
hoped that trade will improve further 
when the ‘new normal’ is established. 
Catering for men and boys of all ages, 
a range of services including haircuts, 
shaves, beard trims and hot towel 
treatments are available.   

Nasir and his colleagues are working 
within government guidelines to ensure 
customers are safe and the men of 
Burghfield are well groomed, even if 
they are working from home and not 
socialising.  

Welcome to Burghfield and good luck to 
Nasir and his crew 

You can follow them on Facebook, find them through Google 
search or call  

Tel: 0118 9835511 

The talented Carol Gotts has 
donated all the funds raised 
from making her masks to:  
 
• The Willink School 

• Garland junior School 

• Mrs Bland’s Infant & Nursery 
School 

• Sulhamstead & Ufton Nervet 
School 

• Burghfield St. Mary’s School 

• Mrs Williams Pre-school 

• Warennes Wood District (Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows) 

• Burghfield Scouts 

• 2402 Squadron Air Cadets 

• Burghfield Football Club 

• Reading Autistic Pride  

• The Burghfield Army Cadets 
 
 
Carol said “The total raised  
was only made possible by the wonderful 
support of the village” 
 

              £1,807  
 
You bought hundreds of mask.  
Thank You All!!! 
 
 
Thank You Carol Gotts,  
 

Burghfield Barbers 

The Mask Lady  



Burghfield Wheelchair Service 

receives a massive injection. 
Following an appeal in the last edition of 

the Burghfield Parish Magazine, the 

response has been overwhelming and  

achieved our goal of 10 brand new self-

propelled wheelchairs. One donation 

alone was for 3 brand new lightweight 

chairs and one is a new “all terrain type”  

We have split these equally with our 

Mortimer co-partners and will load share 

depending on need. Someone has also 

come forward and offered us 24-hour 

garage capacity. This has given us all a 

massive boost and morale at a time other 

services are having to close their doors due 

to Covid.  

Contact the Burghfield Mobility Service for 
free use of wheelchairs, crutches, walkers 
and rollators on: 
 
07 59 59 59 479 or    
 
burghfieldcommunity@gmail.com  

St. Marys Church  

      COMMUNITY    

 

We have continued over the summer 

and autumn to meet both physically 

and on Zoom, in a “hybrid” version of 

our normal Sunday services, and to 

offer mid-week reflections via 

Facebook and our website.  

The church remains open (during 

daylight hours) for private prayer, 

even while the lockdown is in place, 

so do please come along and enjoy 

the tranquillity of your beautiful 

Parish Church.  

 Services will be entirely on Zoom 

while we are in lockdown: ALL are 

welcome to join us. (Meeting ID: 858 

8936 7180 Password: 508863) We will 

continue to offer the opportunity to attend 

virtually for the foreseeable future. 

We have lots of plans for the coming 

weeks, which will all be subject of course 

to the ever-changing rules and 

regulations to contain the spread of 

covid19.  

(Hopeful) dates for your diaries: 

Wednesday 25 November 7.30pm: 

Wreathmaking evening.  

Make an Advent wreath in the comfort of 

your own home, with expert guidance via 

Zoom from Kat, of Georgie’s the Florist. 

Sign up on Eventbrite and we will arrange 

contactless delivery/collection of a kit to 

make your wreath. Just add your own 

greenery!   

https://2020stmarysburghfield 

adventwreathmaking.eventbrite.co.uk 

 

29 November-24 December: Advent 

windows trail 

Back by popular demand! Walk around 

the parish, spot the clues in our windows, 

solve the puzzle and win a small reward. 

Details of how you can take part will be 

on our website and Facebook page from 

28/11/20  

12 and 13 December (12-5pm each 

day): Christmas Tree Festival 

Come and see the beautiful trees, 

representing the amazing schools, clubs, 

groups and businesses that we are so 

lucky to have in Burghfield. If you would 

like to set up and decorate a tree, and 

have not yet registered your interest 

please email 

alison.eves@stmarysburghfield.org 

as soon as possible. 

(Date to be confirmed): Drive in carol 

service 

We are excited to announce that we are 

planning to hold a drive-in service in the 

large church car park. Come and sing all 

the old favourites, and really celebrate 

Christmas. We can’t sing on the Hatch, 

but we can sing in our cars! You must 

register in advance on Eventbrite  

https://burghfield-drive-in-carol-

service.eventbrite.co.uk 

24 December 4pm: Christingle Service 

We will hold our traditional Christmas Eve 

service, but the difference this year is that 

you can attend in person (limited 

numbers) or on Zoom. Register for your 

tickets here  

https://burghfield-christingle-

2020.eventbrite.co.uk 

24 December 11.30pm: Midnight Mass 

Be in church for this special service when 

we remember light of the baby Jesus 

coming into this dark world, as we gather 

in the night but focus on the brightness. 

You can attend in person or via Zoom. 

25 December 10am: Family Service 

Bring a present to show and gather to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday with your church 
family.  
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Burghfield Wheelchair Service  

Grants Available to Support  
Education 
 
The Blands School Foundation is a local charity that provides 
grants of up to several hundred pounds to support educational 
initiatives in Burghfield. We assist schools to pursue projects 
that are otherwise beyond their budgets, and we support indi-

vidual students, for example to participate in fieldtrips which 
their families could not otherwise afford. We interpret 
"educational" broadly, to include sporting and artistic as well as 
strictly academic pursuits. Applications are welcome from 
schools or from individual families. For further information, or to 
submit an application, please contact our Secretary, Lotte 
Plant,  
 
0118 9832205  carlottaplant@gmail.com  

mailto:burghfieldcommunity@gmail.com
https://2020stmarysburghfieldadventwreathmaking.eventbrite.co.uk
https://2020stmarysburghfieldadventwreathmaking.eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:alison.eves@stmarysburghfield.org
https://burghfield-drive-in-carol-service.eventbrite.co.uk
https://burghfield-drive-in-carol-service.eventbrite.co.uk
https://burghfield-christingle-2020.eventbrite.co.uk
https://burghfield-christingle-2020.eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:carlottaplant@gmail.com


Burghfield Allotments 
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Ah, now ‘tis Autumn with a vengeance. Dark, 
damp and with a somewhat dismal, uncertain 
viral future.  

Veggiephiles have been busy with pickling, 
chutneying, jammin’, drying, bottling and freezing. 
The freezer is groaning with soups, peas, beans 
and fruit ready to form crumble bases in the depths of winter. 
Garages are festooned with strung onions, potatoes, dried 
flowers, garlic and shallots. 

It has been a good year for most crops and the Allotment has 
proved such a sanity saver over the last few months; good 
company {socially distanced, of course}, fresh air and exercise. 

As the winter approaches, the scent of the season is “eau de 
manure” as deliveries of ageing farm by-products are delivered. 

A good number of Allotmenteers have planted 
a range of Bee-attracting (and other insects) 
plants this year to support Burghfield’s green 
agenda. We are trying to sort out a small 
number of defective water tanks over the winter 
so that the metered water bill stays as low as 
possible. 

The two Allotment sites have over 200 people involved  and 
many other folk are in receipt of veg and flowers, courtesy of the 
neighbouring veg fairies. Remember, if you have a plot, please 
join the Facebook Group, “Burghfield Allotment Holders” to 
create veg envy amongst others with the size of you marrows! 
We also exchange tips/seeds/spare seedlings etc. The 
Facebook group proved very useful in helping some who were 
self-isolating from high risk groups.  

Let’s hope Santa is not locked down this year! 

 

Burghfield Community Facebook Page 

expands into the Burghfield Community  

“Network”. 

The Burghfield Community Facebook Page  
www.facebook.com/burghfield  
 
and the Coronavirus Self-Isolate Facebook Group Teams are 
merging to form The Burghfield Community Network so that 
residents who want to help each other have a home-base for 
their efforts.  
 
The team will be opening up to allow more residents to get 

involved with areas such as Prescription collections, 
Wheelchair deliveries or Winter help with appointments. 
 
Keep an eye out on our Facebook Page and new Group for 
more news on these exciting developments and as always you 
can contact us  
 
All your Burghfield Towers Characters will continue to pop up 
from time to time   
 
burghfieldcommunity@gnmail.com or call  
 
David Gregory on 07 59 59 59 479  
Aileen Crawford on 07825 610291 

Growing Ideas for 2021 – Sweet Pepper 
With this year’s growing season almost 

over, a gardener’s thoughts turn to next 

Spring and what to grow in garden or 

allotment.  Before the glossy seed 

catalogues draw you in, I can recommend a 

really lovely pepper to try, which is happy to 

grow outside as well as in the greenhouse. 

Sweet red pepper, Corno di Toro Rosso, is 
a wonderful, bullhorn pepper, which is 

delicious raw or cooked and fantastic 
roasted.  It can be used green or red and 
freezes well too.  With a little care in the 

early growing stages, it will reward you from 
July to the first frosts with a crop of at least 
6-8 large peppers per plant.   

I start mine from seed in early February, sowing one seed to a 

2cm wide module or small pot filled with a good multipurpose 
compost, placed in a warm, light position – a sunny windowsill 
is ideal.  I keep the compost moist but not too wet and leave the 

seedlings to grow until they are about 4-5cm high before 
transplanting them into individual 9cm pots of fresh compost.  
Transplanting is the one time with peppers you can run into 

trouble, as they can really sulk if moved into cold soil or 
compost.  I bring the potting compost into the house the day 

before transplanting to warm it up to room 
temperature as this really seems to work:  

the peppers grow on straight away with no 
drooping!  I continue to transplant to bigger 
pots in the same way until moving them into 

their final 25 or 30 cm pots in early June for 
growing in a cold greenhouse or placing  
outside against a warm wall, or alternatively 

planting directly in the soil in a sunny spot 
on my allotment.   From late April or early 
May the plants can go outside on warm 

days to ‘harden off’, but I bring them in at 
night until the night temperature is above 
100C.  The variety Corno di Toro Rosso is 

tall (approx. 1m) so I insert a cane beside 
each plant and tie it in with horticultural 

string.   I feed the plants with a liquid feed suitable for tomatoes 

once the first fruit begins to form and continue feeding once a 
week during the growing season.  I keep the soil moist but not 

wet as, unlike tomatoes, peppers will stand a drier soil.   

This year, we have been eating our peppers fresh since early 
July, I have several boxes of them in the freezer and I was still 
picking ripe peppers in the allotment at the beginning of 

November! 

http://www.facebook.com/burghfield
mailto:burghfieldcommunity@gnmail.com


Burghfield Rainbows Brownies, Guides, Rangers 
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1st Burghfield & Sulhamstead Beavers 

        CLUBS and SOCIETIES 

We finished a shortened but highly 

successful summer with an “in house” 

T20 game on 26 September.  22 players 

from our 2st, 2nd, 3rd & Colts teams played 

two innings and scored nearly 500 runs.    

A great end to a difficult, but in many 

ways, encouraging season.   Our newly 

extended and refurbished pavilion is 

virtually complete and ready for a grand 

opening next year when we will invite all 

our generous sponsors and supporters. 

We still plan to start next season with nets 

for Colts (6-16) and adults at the Willink 

Leisure Centre in February   

So please do join us. 

For details call  

Sarah Mercer (Colts)  07540 924471    

Jason Doyle (over 16’s)  07915 066733 

 

 

Beaver Scouts from 1st Burghfield & Sulhamstead 
made the most of the late summer/early autumn 
sunshine this week with a visit to Englefield Gardens in 
West Berkshire. 

The Beavers have enjoyed a return to face-to-face Scouting this 
term as part of a blended programme that continues to 
incorporate online Zoom meetings on alternate weeks. 

“It’s great to see the Beavers face-to-face again,” said one of 
the leaders. “It isn’t until you see them in person you realise 
how much you’ve missed them.” 

Another added: “The Beavers have really enjoyed being back to 
face-to-face meetings, we still have fun on Zoom every other 
week, so it’s a blended programme but I think they prefer the 
face-to-face meetings and the activities we’ve done so far more 
than being online”. 

The Englefield Gardens visit offered the Beavers a get out into 
nature at a time of year when autumnal colours are starting to 
emerge, while allowing them a chance to rekindle friendships 
after the tough lockdown period forced an online programme 
last term. 

“Seeing friendships develop again from Beavers from other 
schools that were forged before lockdown is great – they greet 
each other like long lost friends and have easily slipped back 
into a familiar pattern,” said one leader. The outdoors 
experience allows them a chance to burn off steam, enjoy the 
great outdoors and to learn in a fun and safe environment – 
everything that Scouting should be about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It looks like we won't be able to meet for the next few months 
face to face so we are going to be holding meetings for the girls 
on Zoom.  This has been a big learning curve for all of our 
leaders and girls and I would like to thank them all for having a 
go and we hope the girls enjoy their meetings. 

Girlguiding are still updating their 'Adventures at Home' a set of 
activities for members and non-members on the girlguiding 
website and suitable for children aged from 5-18, they can be 
found at: https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/
adventures-at-home/ if you need some ideas to help keep 
your family occupied. 

Brownies and Guides have been active in this area for over 70 
years and we really want to keep our units open but can only do 
that with the help of more volunteers.   Becoming a leader/

assistant leader/unit helper is very rewarding especially when 
the girls learn new skills and achieve things that they never 
thought they could.  At the moment a few of our units only have 
one leader or less and to be able to offer Zoom meetings we 
need at least two leaders present - full training is given. 

Please visit https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/
become-a-volunteer/  

for more information and we hope you will sign up and 
someone from Girlguiding South-West England will contact you 
for a chat about what you would like to offer. 

We are planning to hold the Scarecrow Trail next year at the 
end of May. We hope as many people as possible can take part 
and thank you to all of the local businesses who have 
supported us over the years. 

 

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/adventures-at-home/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/what-we-do/adventures-at-home/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/


Your Parish Councillors 
 

 

 

 

 

DATE         TIME                   COMMITTEE    VENUE 

 

7th   7.00p.m       Infrastructure       Via Zoom  
            
7th   7.45p.m       Parish Council      Via Zoom   
                
14th   6.30p.m       Governance & Finance   Via Zoom 
            
14th   7.45p.m       Community      Via Zoom    
  
21st   6.30p.m                    Communications      Via Zoom  
            
21st    7.45p.m                    Asset Management   Via Zoom  
               
28th   7.45p.m       Infrastructure       Village Hall 

      

Notice of Meetings      January  2021 

Cally Morris      Burghfield Parish Council Clerk   

Claire Stroud      Assistant Parish Clerk 

 

Tel: Tel: 0118 9831748      Email: enquiries@burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

P.O Box 7381      www.burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk      

Reading, RG1 9XP     https://www.facebook.com/BurghfieldPC 
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 PARISH COUNCIL 

The public and press are most welcome to attend the above meetings. Burghfield Parish Council cannot accept responsibility for 

the views, opinions, or accuracy of the information expressed by contributors. 

Tim Ansell Chairman of the Parish Council & Staffing 

Committee, member of the Infrastructure, Communications, 

Asset Management and Governance &  Finance Committees 

 

Jane Ansell Member of the Communications, Staffing, Asset 

Management and Governance & Finance Committees 

 

Maureen Cresser Member of the Infrastructure, Community 

and Asset Management Committees 

 

Angela Gallagher Member of the Community and              

Communications Committees 

David Godwin Member of the Infrastructure and                 

Communications Committees 

Christopher Greaves Chairman of the Infrastructure          

Committee and member of the Asset Management and       

Governance & Finance Committees 

 

Carol Jackson-Doerge Chairman of the Asset Management 

Committee and member of the Governance & Finance        

Committee 

 

Paul Lawrence Member of the Infrastructure Committee and 

the Asset Management Committees 

Royce Longton Member of the Infrastructure Committee and 

the Community Committees 

 

Ian Macfarlane Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, Chairman 

of the Community and Governance & Finance Committee, 

member of the Staffing Committee and the Asset Management 

Committee 

 

Ian Morrin Member of the Infrastructure, Asset Management 

and Governance & Finance Committees 

 

Nick Morse Member of the Communications Committee 

 

Bill Neilson Member of the Community Committee 

 

Libby Sharp Chairman of the Communications Committee and 

member of the Asset Management Committee and the 

Governance & Finance Committee 

 

Duncan Godding Member of the Infrastructure Committee and 

the Community Committees 

 

Steph Awberry Member of the Communications Committee 

and the Community Committee  

 

 

The newsletter is also available via the website: 
https://burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/newsletters/,  
Or by email:  
enquiries@burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

https://burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk/newsletters/
mailto:enquiries@burghfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

